Wightman’s Grove Facility Planning Area

Designated Management Agency Responsibilities:

· Sandusky County: Responsible for planning public sewerage system; and will own and operate it if and when built.
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	Table One

	
	2000
	2030

	Riley Township, entire jurisdiction
	1,302
	999

	Sandusky Township, entire jurisdiction
	4,087
	3,214

	Total Population inside the FPA boundary
	360
	276


Present Facilities

There are no public sewerage facilities in Wightman’s Grove. Sewage treatment is provided by individual systems, many of which are believed to have failed. A 1986 house count and field survey TMACOG performed found that 52 of the 93 residences and businesses had privies. Health Department records showed 22 septic systems installed, and one aerator sys​tem, leaving 18 unknown.

Issues

Wightman's Grove is an unincorporated community on the south bank of the Sandusky River near its outlet into Sandusky Bay. The soils in this area belong to the Marsh Land Association, which are level, very poorly drained, and subject to flooding. These soils are very poorly suited for on‑site sewage disposal. Wightman's Grove is considered a Critical Sewage Area by the Sandusky County Health Department.

Water quality sampling was performed in 1987 at two points on the river, and in the marsh in the southeast corner of the community. The results showed a count of 260 fecal coliform/100 ml in the marsh, and < 7/100 ml on the river. It is strongly suspected that there are a number of sewage outfalls to the river, but the current usually prevents bacteria counts from becoming high. However, when flooding occurs, residents have to bring in bottled water for drinking. Health Department well tests (all dated 1982) found that three out of sixteen wells tested unsafe.

Sandusky County received Ohio EPA Findings & Orders for the Wightman’s Grove area in 2007. The County completed a General Plan in 2010. The Plan will discuss abatement of pollution and correction the unsanitary conditions within that area. The Plan will discuss financing and implementation.

In addition to Wightman’s Grove, the FPA includes the Barkshire Hill subdivision in Riley Township, which is also designated as a Critical Sewage Area.
Future Needs

The Wightman's Grove sewage problems are further complicated by economic problems. Most of the houses here do not have adequate plumbing, and were never intended to be full‑time residences. A sewerage system is definitely needed here, but housing improvements must be included in the solution. Sandusky County has completed a General Plan to evaluate alternative solutions. It considered  a new local wastewater treatment plant, versus connecting to the Fremont system, and recommended the former. An income survey may be needed to support grant and low interest loan applications. The area is a likely candidate for the USDA and CDBG grant programs
.

	Capital Improvement Schedule – Wightman's Grove FPA

	Table Two

	Project
	DMA
	Total Cost
	Annual Capital Improvement Needs

	 
	 
	 
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	Wightman’s Grove sewers
	Sandusky County
	$1,900,000 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1,900,000
	 
	 

	 
	 
	$1,900,000 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��The Conservancy District in the area has the authority to build sewers. Roger Hafford of 621 Crogan in Fremont is one of the land owners who was interested in getting sewers built. Using the District to build sewers is a possible action, but there’s been no indication of action yet. –ke 2/16/2000.
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