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Introduction 
 
What will the Toledo metropolitan area look like in 30 years?  Over the next three decades, 
what improvements in transportation do we need for better freight movement, personal 
mobility, and regional strength?   
 
These are the core questions for TMACOG and the people of our region (Lucas and Wood 
counties in northwest Ohio, plus southern Monroe County, Michigan).  The answers will be 
found in the “On the Move: 2007-2035 Regional Transportation Plan.”  
 
A broad-based leadership team worked with TMACOG staff over two years. The plan task 
force heard from the public, looked at technical analysis, brainstormed solutions, and made 
tough decisions on priorities. The result is a draft list of major projects addressing needs and 
opportunities, plus a list of regional initiatives and policies. 
 
The draft list of projects (see attached list and map): 

• addresses regional goals 
• includes multiple modes of transportation (cars, trains, buses, bicycles, etc.) 
• is fiscally constrained based on expected federal, state, and local resources 

 
In addition to these projects, the plan will include: 

• initiatives (major studies, other strategic actions)—see attached list 
• policies (to guide future action in the region)—see attached list 
• system preservation projects (to reconstruct deficient bridges and road pavements)—

see attached map 
• a time line for implementation beginning in fiscal year 2008 (July 2007) 

 
To finalize the draft plan, the task force invited public review and comment. A series of six 
public meetings was held March 2nd through 12th, with a public meeting of the TMACOG 
Transportation Council slated for April 4, 2007.  In addition, displays and comment forms 
were placed at public libraries throughout the region. The draft plan and a comment survey 
form continue to be posted on the TMACOG website, www.tmacog.org. A final public 
comment period will end on June 20, 2007 with action by the TMACOG Executive 
Committee on a resolution of approval. 
 
Making this plan a reality will call for focused effort and effective partnering. We invite you 
to support the On the Move Plan — because great things happen when we work together! 
 
For more information or to comment on the draft Plan, visit www.tmacog.org, or contact: 

Diane Reamer-Evans, Transportation Project Manager 
Toledo Metropolitan Area Council of Governments (TMACOG) 
300 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive 
P.O. Box 9508, Toledo OH 43697 
419-241-9155 ext 117; fax 419-241-9116 
evans@tmacog.org   

http://www.tmacog.org/




* Don't count in fiscal constraint: separate funding source 

** Goal: chosen to meet a Plan goal (safety/efficiency; preserve system; protect environment; 
passenger/personal mobility; be a freight hub; be a research center) 
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On the Move: 2007-2035 Transportation Plan -- Draft Project List, March 2007 
 

Rank Goal Mode Project Description Project 
Cost ($Mil) Notes 

Committed Projects (funded) 
C-1 Passenger Water Provide for passenger 

connection via water from 
Toledo to Lake Erie Islands 
(marine terminal)  

*$5.5 

Federal earmark and 
special funding 

C-2 Passgr Bike  Craig (former I-280) Bridge – 
convert to street with bike path 
& build path on I-280 trench land $21.8 

Will link from Greenbelt 
Pkwy path, through N. 
Toledo, and across bridge 
to E. Toledo park 

C-3 Safety/ Effic. Hwy Improve I-475 interchange at 
Salisbury/Dussel Rd. $35   

C-4 Safety/ Effic. Hwy /rail Build Wales Rd. rail grade 
separation (overpass) $14   

C-5 Safety/ Effic. Hwy Build New US 24 expressway, 
Waterville to Napoleon $234.2 "Fort to Port" project 

C-6 Envir Hwy Build ITS freeway management 
/ travel info system (improve 
traffic flow) 

$12.6 
Includes surveillance 
cameras & changeable 
message signs 

C-7 Freight Hwy /rail Build McCord Road rail grade 
separation (underpass) $18   

C-8 Passgr Transit Build new TARPS paratransit 
facility adjoining Toledo train 
station 

*$10.8 
Federal earmark for TARTA 
handicapped van 
garage/office 

C-9 Passenger Bike "Westside" Trail – buy rail 
corridor and construct path, 
Laskey Rd. to Knight Preserve 
(excludes bridge reconstruction, 
project 14) 

*$10 

Federal earmark and local 
funds. (Part of the rail 
corridor will also be used 
for the Technology Corridor 
people-mover, project 6) 

C-10 Safety/Effic. Hwy Construct I-75/I-475 systems 
interchange improvement, 
Phase 1 $94.2 

Fix the "Jeep split" to 
reduce congestion; includes 
new full interchange near 
Toledo Hospital. See also 
C-18. 

C-11 Safety/Effic. Hwy Upgrade Buck Rd./Lime City Rd. 
intersection, add turn lanes, 
signalization  

$1.2 
  

C-12 Safety/Effic. Hwy City of Toledo ITS – install new 
traffic signal computer & 
interconnects 

$3 
Allows system to be more 
responsive to traffic 
conditions 

C-13 Passenger Bike Complete Wabash Cannonball 
Trail North-South Connector $1.7 

Bike/hike trail near 
Whitehouse 
 



* Don't count in fiscal constraint: separate funding source 

** Goal: chosen to meet a Plan goal (safety/efficiency; preserve system; protect environment; 
passenger/personal mobility; be a freight hub; be a research center) 
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On the Move: 2007-2035 Transportation Plan -- Draft Project List, March 2007 
 

Rank Goal Mode Project Description Project 
Cost ($Mil) Notes 

C-14 Safety/Effic. Hwy Sylvania Ave., widen from 
McCord Rd. to Holland-Sylvania 
Rd. 

$7.2 
  

C-15 Passenger Bike Riverside Trail-Phase 1, build 
bike/walk path from downtown 
Toledo to Craig Bridge 

$1.25 
  

C-16 Safety/Effic. Hwy Wheeling St., widen from Pickle 
to Navarre $9.5   

C-17 Safety/Effic. Hwy Widen SR 25 (Main St., Bowling 
Green) to 5 lanes and add turn 
lanes, Poe to Newton  

$14 
  

C-18 Safety/Effic. Hwy Construct I-75/I-475 systems 
interchange Phase 2 and related 
improvements to local arterials 
including Cherry St. and Phillips 
Ave. 

$111.5 

This phase fixes I-75 north 
of "Jeep split." (See also C-
10).    

C-19 Safety/Effic. Hwy I-475/US 23 improvements – 
build top priority phases (Being 
considered: Widen to 6 lanes 
from Perrysburg to state line 
and to Monroe St.; add Dorr St. 
interchange; build braided 
Salisbury/20A interchange; 
incorporate SR-25 (Perrysburg) 
interchange recommendations; 
and Corey Rd. and Sylvania Ave 
improvements)  

$200 

Consider additional phases 
at next plan update in 4 
years. 

C-20 Safety/Effic. Hwy I-75, widen to 6 lanes from 
Phillips Ave. to I-280  $40   

C-21 Safety/Effic. Hwy I-75, widen to 6 lanes from 
Washington St. to SR 
25/Anthony Wayne Trail  $30 

Southbound SR 25 
entrance ramp to SB I-75 
will enter on right side using 
a collector-distributor road 
along with the SB 
Collingwood entrance ramp 

C-22 Passenger Transit Replace TARTA bus fleets (2 
cycles of replacement)  $100 New buses 

Priority Projects (funding expected to be available) 
1 Freight 

 
Hwy/ Rail Build Trans-Pacific Inland Port 

(rail/truck intermodal freight 
terminal) and improve road 
access and utilities (up to $100 
million total) 

$10.0 

Remainder of costs, $85 
m+, from private partners 
and special funding 
 
 



* Don't count in fiscal constraint: separate funding source 

** Goal: chosen to meet a Plan goal (safety/efficiency; preserve system; protect environment; 
passenger/personal mobility; be a freight hub; be a research center) 
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On the Move: 2007-2035 Transportation Plan -- Draft Project List, March 2007 
 

Rank Goal Mode Project Description Project 
Cost ($Mil) Notes 

 
2 Safety/Effic. Hwy Widen I-75 to 6 lanes from 

Findlay to Perrysburg $101   

3 Envir Hwy ITS arterial signal coordination – 
timing of traffic signals for better 
flow 

$2.8 
Signal timing across 
jurisdictional boundaries 

4 Freight Hwy US 20A, from I-475 to Toledo 
Express Airport – relocate, 
widen & managed access for 
improved road access to freight 
terminals, pending evaluation of 
environmental impact on the 
Oak Openings region 

$26.9 

  

5 Safety/Effic. Hwy US 20, widen to 5 lanes and add 
turn lanes at intersections, from 
Perrysburg to SR 420  

$35 
  

6 Passenger Transit Fund and build Technology 
Corridor people-mover, 
connecting UT Health Science 
Campus (former MCO) to UT to 
Art Museum ($70 m total) 

$10 

$10m (of $70m) from 
transportation funds 
(balance from other 
sources) 

7 Freight Hwy/ Rail Build North Toledo intermodal 
(rail/truck) terminal ($30 m total) $10 Balance from private and 

other funding sources.  
8 Passenger Passenger 

Rail 
Ohio Hub High Speed Rail 
implementation – may include 
passenger rail/rail overpass in 
Northwood, new Maumee River 
Bridge, upgrade MLK Plaza 
infrastructure & passenger 
access to multiple rail lines, etc. 

*$105 

Part of a proposed state-
wide system linking to 
adjoining states. 

9 Freight Hwy/ Rail Eliminate rail/highway conflict 
that impedes access to 
proposed Jeep supplier park 
(rail overpass or relocation; or 
"MULTI-F" freight monorail 
project 19)  

$14 

  

10 Passenger Transit Build downtown Toledo trolley 
system and link to Tech Corridor 
(see project 6) at Art Museum 
($77 m total)  

$10 

$10m from transportation 
funds (balance from other 
sources) 

11 Passenger Transit Add rural transit circulators 
(requires additional funding 
base) 

$6 
Bus or van call-a-ride 
serving suburbs east & 
west of Toledo 



* Don't count in fiscal constraint: separate funding source 

** Goal: chosen to meet a Plan goal (safety/efficiency; preserve system; protect environment; 
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On the Move: 2007-2035 Transportation Plan -- Draft Project List, March 2007 
 

Rank Goal Mode Project Description Project 
Cost ($Mil) Notes 

12 Freight Hwy Build North Baltimore area road 
improvements from I-75 to 
proposed CSX intermodal yard 

$7 
Exact location and type of 
improvements to be 
determined 

13 Passenger Bike Build bike connector from North 
Coast Inland Trail to Wabash 
Cannonball Trail, across 
northern Wood County 

$6.5 

  

14 Passenger Bike Rehab or replace "upriver" rail 
bridge as ped/bike crossing 
(part of Westside Corridor 
project C-9) 

$4.5 

Directly adjacent to Ohio 
Turnpike Maumee River 
Bridge 

15 Safety/Effic. Hwy Build 
Douglas/Laskey/Tremainsville 
roads roundabout  

$5.5 
Replace 6-way intersection 
with modern circular 
intersection 

16 Freight Hwy Reconstruct Alexis Rd. 
pavement from Hagman Rd. to 
US 23 

$23.0 
Heavily used truck route 

17 Passenger Transit Provide separate transit 
connection linking BGSU to 
Owens CC to UT Health 
Science campus (former MCO) 
in I-75/I-475 and/or rail right-of-
way 

*$300 

  

18 Freight Hwy/ Rail Build Summit St. rail grade 
separation (CSX overpass) $20   

19 Freight Freight 
Transit 

Build freight monorail (“MULTI-
F) to move parts/goods between 
suppliers and factories 

$4.25 
Could connect parts 
suppliers to Jeep plant 

20 Passenger Bike/ Hwy Eliminate Detroit Ave. and 
Glendale Ave. choke point, 
Schneider Rd. to Harvard Blvd. 

$7 
Widen narrow road areas 
and provide bike facilities 

21 Passenger Bike/ Hwy Provide Airport Hwy ped/bike 
facilities from Holland-Sylvania 
Rd., across I-475 and accessing 
Spring Meadows shopping 
center 

$2.5 

  

22 Passenger Bike/ Hwy Eliminate Berdan choke point 
from Martha to Cherry Sts. $2 

Widen narrow road areas 
and provide bike/ped 
facilities 

23 Passenger Bike/ Hwy Eliminate Alexis Rd. choke point 
from Hagman Rd. to Suder Ave. $8 

Widen narrow road areas 
and provide bike/ped 
facilities 

24 Passenger Bike/ Hwy Eliminate Monroe/Alexis/Main $1 Widen narrow road areas 



* Don't count in fiscal constraint: separate funding source 

** Goal: chosen to meet a Plan goal (safety/efficiency; preserve system; protect environment; 
passenger/personal mobility; be a freight hub; be a research center) 
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On the Move: 2007-2035 Transportation Plan -- Draft Project List, March 2007 
 

Rank Goal Mode Project Description Project 
Cost ($Mil) Notes 

St. choke point (City of Sylvania) and provide bike/ped 
facilities 
 

25 Passenger Bike Build connector between 
Oregon trail system and Craig 
Bridge bike path  

$0.53 
  

26 Passenger Transit Provide signal prioritization for 
transit and emergency vehicles $1.63 

Extends green light. Part of 
regional Intelligent 
Transportation System 
(ITS) 

 27 Passenger Bike/ Hwy Eliminate SR 51 (Woodville Rd.) 
choke point from Oak St. to 
Curtice Rd. 

$33 
Widen narrow road areas 
and provide bike/ped 
facilities 

28 Safety/Effic. Hwy Build Detroit/Telegraph/Laskey 
roads roundabout $3.25 Replace intersection with 

modern circular intersection 
29 Freight Hwy Widen the I-75 Disalle Bridge; 

improve South Ave. and Miami 
St. ramps 

$75 
  

30 Passenger Ped Build pedestrian bridge across 
Douglas Rd. at UT tied to 
Westside corridor path (C-9)  

$1.5 
Should also link to 
Technology Corridor 
people-mover (6). 

31 Safety/Effic. Hwy Provide advance warning signal 
for blocked rail crossings 
(Westwood/NS, 
Consaul/NS&CSX, 
Matzinger/CSX&AA, 
Summit/CSX)  

$0.2 

Like "blue light" on 
Woodville Rd., signals 
would allow traffic to divert 
to a grade-separated 
crossing 

32 Passenger Bike/ Hwy Eliminate Detroit Ave. choke 
point from Waggoner to 
Lagrange St. 

$24 
Widen narrow road areas 
and provide bike/ped 
facilities 

33 Passenger Transit Provide real time bus arrival 
information $0.75 Part of ITS Plan 

34 Safety/Effic. Hwy Heatherdowns/Garden Rd. 
(Holland-Sylvania Rd. to Manley 
Rd.) – widen road, replace 
bridge, add roundabout  

$4.6 

Roundabout = modern 
circular intersection 

35 Passenger Bike Build Swan Creek trail from 
RiverWalk/Erie St. Market to 
Swan Creek Metropark 

$2.8 
  

36 Freight Hwy/ Rail Build Consaul Street rail grade 
separation (bridge over 
CSX/NS) 

$20 
  

37 Freight Rail Build Vickers crossing rail/rail $20 $40m total: $20m public 



* Don't count in fiscal constraint: separate funding source 
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On the Move: 2007-2035 Transportation Plan -- Draft Project List, March 2007 
 

Rank Goal Mode Project Description Project 
Cost ($Mil) Notes 

separation (CSX bridge over 
NS) 

/$20m private or other 
 
 
 

38 Passenger Bike Build Eastside Maumee River 
trail from Craig Bridge to 
International Park including 
ped/bike crossing of Main St. 
(possibly grade-separated) 

$1.6 

  

39 Freight Hwy Build efficient road connector 
from I-75 to US Post Office & 
MLK Plaza (train station) $32 

Would be a new NHS 
connector  (designated 
road segment linking a 
major freight facility to the 
National Highway System) 

40 Passenger Bike/ Hwy Eliminate Wheeling St. choke 
point, Navarre to Woodville Rd., 
and add bike facility $0.9 

Widen narrow road areas 
and provide bike/ped 
facilities. (Widening the 
Wheeling St. I-280 bridge 
portion of choke point is 
funded) 

41 Passenger Bike/ Hwy Add ped/bike connection across 
I-475 on SR 25 (Perrysburg)  $2.5   

42 Passenger Ped  Add pedestrian facilities on 
Wooster St crossing of I-75 
(accessing stores)  

$2.5 
  

43 Safety/Effic. Hwy US 20 from Perrysburg to SR 
420: build ITS traffic 
management system 

$1.5 
Cameras/message signs to 
improve traffic flow 

44 Safety/Effic. Hwy Central Ave., widen to 5 lanes 
from Centennial to Crissey Rd. 
and add turn lanes 

$5 
  

45 Passenger Bike Buy rail right-of-way and extend 
University/Parks Trail into 
Michigan; provide access road 
right-of-way for Holland-Sylvania 
Rd. 

$2.7 

  

46 Passenger Transit Provide robust traveler 
information for highway and 
transit modes  

$1.75 
Traveler information kiosks 
-- from ITS Plan 

47 Passenger Bike SR 65 – add paved berms from 
Grand Rapids to Rossford, 
excluding curbed sections and 
areas within City of Perrysburg 

$6.7 

Paved shoulders for cyclist 
and driver safety 



* Don't count in fiscal constraint: separate funding source 
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On the Move: 2007-2035 Transportation Plan -- Draft Project List, March 2007 
 

Rank Goal Mode Project Description Project 
Cost ($Mil) Notes 

48 Passenger Bike Build Riverside Trail-Phase 2 
from Craig Bridge to Point Place $0.5   

49 Passenger Bike Build Point Place Connector 
Bike Trail   $2.2 Extend existing Greenbelt 

Pkwy Trail 
50 Passenger Bike  SR 64 – add paved berms from 

Whitehouse to Waterville   $1.1 Paved shoulders for cyclist 
and driver safety 

51 Passenger Bike  Bike network signage project–
post signs on designated bike 
routes  

$0.05 
Assumes local 
governments post signs 
themselves 

52 Passenger Bike  Complete Oregon bike network 
(19.6 miles--see map) $6.8   

53 Safety/Effic. Hwy Place advance warning signs on 
I-75 at I-80/90 / SR 795  $0.2 

Warn drivers when I-75 
traffic backs up waiting to 
enter Turnpike 

54 Safety/Effic. Hwy Make SR 795 (2000 feet) 4 
lanes to I-280, from Lemoyne 
Rd. to Pemberville Rd. 

$9 
  

55 Passenger Bike Complete Sylvania-Metamora 
Rd. (Erie St.) bike path west of 
Centennial Park, and bike lanes 
south on Kilburn Rd. to Central 
Ave.   

$1 

  

56 Passenger Bike Build connection between 
Oregon trail system and North 
Coast Inland Trail  

$1.4 
  

57 Safety/Effic. Hwy US 6 from Napoleon to Fremont 
– Add turn lanes  $7.5 Focus on intersections with 

the greatest need. 
58 Safety/Effic. Hwy I-80/90 at SR795 / I-75 – 

increase turnpike entrance 
capacity (add 2-3 reversible 
booths)    

*$1.2 

To eliminate backups 

59 Freight Air Extend Toledo Express Airport 
north-south runway, pending 
evaluation of environmental 
impact on the Oak Openings 
region 

*$7.4 

  

60 Safety/Effic. Hwy Improve Reynolds Rd. from 
Airport Hwy. to Ohio Turnpike –  
add lanes and intersection 
improvements (possible 
roundabout) 

$7.5 

Address high accident area 
and potential traffic 
increase from Southwyck 
Mall improvement 
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On the Move: 2007-2035 Transportation Plan  
Draft Initiatives 

March 2007 

Initiatives are defined as regional actions requiring investment of funds and other resources.  
The draft plan reserves $4.5 million (an estimated $161,000 per year) for completing initiatives. 
The proposed initiatives are listed by regional goal. 
 

# ID # Initiative  

Safety & Efficiency—Be designed and operated to promote safe and efficient travel 
across all modes 

 

1 SE-I-20 Work Zone Safety—Driver education on work zones. 

2 SE-I-25 Rail Crossing Safety—Study locations for warning lights and gates at 
railroad crossings. 

3 SE-I-27 Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS)—Identify diversion routes to 
coordinate between arterials and freeways. 

System Preservation—Maintain and preserve the existing system  

4 SP-I-1 Establish a System Preservation Process—establish a System Preservation 
task force or coalition to: 

Step 1: Establish System Preservation Process basics (determine conditions, 
set goals, determine costs/steady state budgets) 
Step 2: Develop management tools (Pavement Management System, etc.) 
Step 3: Buy-in: Develop support for Preservation Process and improved repair 
techniques and materials
Step 4: Address lack of funds to implement Process and appropriate fixes

Environment—Protect and sustain community and natural environments  

Bike Path Connectivity Study—Study key destination connections (schools, 
developments, parks, points of interest) with bike/ped trails and paths. 

5 E-I-3 

Freight—Be a world class intermodal freight hub  

Lake Erie West Global Logistics Hub—Support development and 
implementation of a business plan for the “Lake Erie West Global Logistics 
Hub,” including private/public investment in infrastructure for selected sites 
and connectivity between sites. 

6 F-I- 3 

Passenger—Be a top quality multi-modal passenger transportation hub  

Regional transit funding—Different / regional transit funding mechanism - 
geographically fair - to allow service throughout region as needed 

7 P-I-1 

Multiple-hub transit system—As a first step, investigate feasibility (routing, 
performance and costs) of multiple hubs for the PUBLIC TRANSIT bus route 
system 

8 P-I 7 

9 P-I-12 Regional transit—Increase bus routes and other public transit in order to 
increase the geographic area served (county wide or region wide). 

10 P-I-31 Develop a regional safe routes to school program addressing ped/bike 
routes, funding, infrastructure, etc. [addresses concerns of TMACOG Ped 
School Survey] 
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# ID # Initiative  

Sidewalk Policy Committee—Establish a regional committee to examine 
current sidewalk policies and regulations concerning installation, 
maintenance and enforcement and to develop a regional policy. 

11 P-I-42 

Research—Be a center of transportation research and innovation  

Freight Database—Develop comprehensive goods movement "knowledge 
database" (how much freight is moving from/to and through our region and 
by which modes). 

12 R-I-1 

Fuels Research—Comprehensive research on production and use of 
ethanol/bio-fuels. 

13 R-I-2 

Transit Research—Research role of transit in establishing identity for 
corridor (studies of other successful corridors, e.g. Silicone Valley, research 
triangle, etc.). 

14 R-I-3 

Funding—Be successful in obtaining adequate funding for transportation facilities  

Education campaign on Funding Needs, Part 1—Local transportation 
stakeholders must educate policy makers and local tax payers on the lack of 
adequate resources for maintenance and improvement of the current system 
(all modes - highway, transit, seaway, rail, air, pedestrian/bikeway) and the 
disproportionate inflation in material and other costs for maintenance, 
construction, and operation of the system that has eroded the buying power of 
current funding. This requires a consistent and factual message. 

15 Fd-I-1 

Education campaign on Funding Needs, Part 2— Local transportation 
stakeholders must educate policy makers and the public on the inadequacy of 
the current fuel tax mechanism as a means to support highway and transit 
investments in the future and the relationship between reduced fuel use (a 
positive trend) and reduced funding for transportation (a negative trend). 

16 Fd-I-2 

17 Fd-I-A3 Steady State-related Research & Actions—Research efficient standards for 
system preservation goals, estimate required resources to maintain existing 
systems, and ensure that project selection criteria place priority on 
maintaining the system effectively while still leaving some resources for 
needed capacity expansion. 

18 Fd-I-D1 Research on increasing tax revenue—Research existing dedicated 
transportation tax mechanisms for the potential to provide additional funding 
for transportation needs including such things as: 

 Sales tax on bigger, heavier, and/or more expensive personal 
vehicles 
 Use taxes (e.g. licenses or vehicle registrations) 
 Fuel taxes " 

 

 10



On the Move: 2007-2035 Transportation Plan 
Draft Policies 

March 2007 
Policies express regional priorities and guide future action in our region. These proposed policies 
were developed to address On the Move Plan goals and the needs identified during the Plan 
process. 
 
Safety & Efficiency Goal: Our transportation system will be designed and 
operated to promote safe and efficient travel across all modes. 
 
Policy 1:  Our region needs to reduce congestion, improve safety, and manage traffic on 
arterials (major non-expressway roads). To do so, we support the following:           

1. A region-wide access management policy, and effective access management in land use 
plans 

2. Use of speed and load limit rules as appropriate 
3. Signal coordination, ITS, and roundabout intersections (see Policy 8) 
4. Providing better and more convenient access to public transit 
5. Corridor studies to determine how a travel corridor can function more efficiently 
 

Policy 2:  To reduce truck-related congestion, our region supports appropriate use of signage 
(for example, trucks in right lanes), uniform speed limits among all vehicles, and increase freight 
railroad usage 
 
Policy 3: Our region will work to improve safety at railroad crossings. 
 
Policy 4:  Our region will work to improve safety through better utilization of traffic 
control devices. We encourage: 

1. Video detection systems at more signalized intersections (aiding detection of 
motorcycles and bicycles). 

2. Reviewing quantity and location of signs, and removal of unwarranted traffic signals 
and other traffic control devices. 

3. Regular upkeep of signage. 
 
Policy 5: Our region needs to improve safety for pedestrians and bicyclists on busy streets. 
It is regional policy to: 

1. Consider adding pedestrian and bicycle facilities (bike lanes or paths) with roadway 
construction projects. 

2. Consider improving ped/bike access as bridges are redecked, rebuilt or newly 
constructed. Bridges over (or underpasses of) major barriers – expressways, railroad 
tracks, and rivers – should be considered for inclusion of raised sidewalks and 
striped/signed bike lanes as art of a “complete streets” policy and to eliminate choke 
points. 

3. Provide education about and enforcement of the uniform vehicular code for bicycles. 
 
Policy 6: To improve safety at the I-80/90/SR795 and I-75 interchange, our region 
supports use of electronic passes to increase throughput and reduce traffic backups at the 
turnpike interchange. 
 
Policy 7: To increase operational efficiency in work zones, our region supports: 
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On the Move: 2007-2035 Transportation Plan 
Draft Policies 

March 2007 
1. Following the state Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices procedures for work 

zones. 
2. Employing ITS equipment to detect backups and alert drivers. 
3. Enforcing construction zone speed limits and the “assured clear distance” law (mandates 

that a driver be able to stop within the distance he can clearly see). 
 
Policy 8: Intersection policy in support of roundabouts: After completion of thorough 
analysis, when the analysis shows that a roundabout is a prudent and feasible alternative, it is 
regional policy that a roundabout should be considered a preferred alternative due to the 
proven substantial safety benefits and other operational benefits.   

General objectives for intersection planning and design are to provide adequate sight distances, 
minimize points of conflict, simplify conflict area, limit conflict frequency, minimize severity of 
conflicts, minimize delay, and provide acceptable capacity for the design year. 

Roundabouts are frequently able to address the above objectives better than other intersection 
types in both urban and rural environments and on high and low speed highways.  Thus, when a 
project calls for new or reconstructed intersections, a roundabout alternative is to be analyzed to 
determine if it is a feasible solution based on site constraints including right-of-way, 
environmental factors, and other design constraints. Exceptions to this policy are when the 
intersection: 

 Has no current or anticipated safety, capacity or other operational problems 
 Is within a well working coordinated signal system in a low speed (less than 5 mph) 

urban environment with acceptable crash histories 
 Is where signals will be installed solely for emergency vehicle preemption 
 Has steep terrain that makes providing an area and grading at 5% or less for the 

circulating roadways infeasible 
 Has been deemed unsuitable for a roundabout by a qualified professional engineer with 

significant experience in roundabout design and operations. 
 
System Preservation Goal:  We will protect the region's investment by 
maintaining and preserving the existing system.  
 
Policy 9:  Our region needs to maintain bicycle/pedestrian systems. It is recommended that: 

1. Political jurisdictions enforce their laws on construction and maintenance of walks. 
2. Jurisdictions include in their snow/ice removal plans a policy concerning publicly 

owned walks/trails, and enact/enforce laws regarding clearing facilities adjacent to 
private property. 

3. A mechanism be established to give townships authority over maintaining and clearing 
sidewalks. 

4. Regional consistency in sidewalk/trail maintenance regulations be promoted. 
 
Policy 10: To preserve our transportation system, we need to overcome the lack of funds 
needed to implement appropriate improvements. Therefore, our region supports: 

1. Appropriate impact fees. 
2. Placing emphasis on maintaining the system vs. capacity improvements. 

  12



On the Move: 2007-2035 Transportation Plan 
Draft Policies 

March 2007 
3. Support sufficient and appropriate funding to maintain our multi-modal system 

(including seaport, airport, public transit, and rail facilities) in good condition. 
 
 
Environment Goal: Our region and its transportation system will protect and 
sustain community and natural environments. 
 
Policy 11:  Because transportation choices and options impact the environment, our region’s 
policy is to encourage fuel efficient modes of transportation (rail, water, hybrids, etc.). 
 
Policy 12:  We recognize that transportation and land use planning are interrelated, and both 
affect quality of life and patterns of development. To reduce sprawl and improve quality of life, 
our region will aim to: 

1.  Reduce driving by planning livable/workable communities (featuring higher density, 
mixed use, and transit-oriented development). 

2.  Coordinate county and local jurisdiction master plans and zoning plans. 
3.  Encourage state enabling legislation to establish transportation impact fees (on 

development) to reflect the real costs of development. 
4. Require multi-use paths in site plans, with connectivity to adjoining development. 
 

Policy 13:  Urban sprawl is consuming farmland and disrupting rural life. To protect our rural 
areas, we encourage governments to: 

1.  Require and/or provide tax incentives for greater land use density (such as cluster 
housing) for more efficient land use in developed areas and include parkland in 
development plans. 

2.  Provide financial incentives and tools to preserve farmland and natural areas. 
3. Encourage county plan commissions to adopt a 20-acre rule (minimum lot size of 20 

acres in agricultural areas). 
 
Policy 14:  Our region seeks to improve quality of life by expanding pedestrian and bicycle 
transportation options. We urge stakeholders to make commercial areas people-friendly, 
require sidewalks and bicycle parking facilities region-wide, and acquire property for rail-trail 
extensions and completion of the bikeway system. 
 
Policy 15:  To protect our environment, our region will mitigate surface run-off from roads 
and other transportation-related facilities with best management practices (BMP's) to improve 
water absorption. These include grass swales (rain gardens), storm-water detention, pervious 
surfaces, open pavers, and plantings of trees and native grasses.  
 
Policy 16:  To improve air quality through reduced traffic congestion and improved 
traffic flow, we will: 

1.   Work to put more freight on rails to lighten roadway traffic. 
2.   Make developed areas more conducive to walking. 
3.   Consider roundabouts as the preferred alternative for intersection improvements (see 

Policy 8). 
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Policy 17: The region will work to identify techniques to reduce road impacts on wildlife 

and will support use of appropriate measures. 
 
Policy 18: Our region supports the ongoing development of a network of state scenic byway 
designated roads. Benefits of scenic byways include preservation of natural resources and 
economic benefits from tourism. We support byway designation for the original US 24 between 
Napoleon and Waterville when that section is abandoned for the new US 24. 
 
Passenger Goal:  Our region will be a top quality multi-modal passenger 
transportation hub. 
 
Policy 19: To provide more viable personal transportation choices, our region’s policy is to 
support development of a passenger transportation system providing a full range of 
integrated, interconnected modal choices to insure mobility of all citizens and options that 
improve community and natural environments. Important steps towards this goal include: 

1. Adopting a regional “complete streets” policy that calls for design of street corridors to 
serve multiple transportation modes, including pedestrians, bicycles and transit. 

2. Increasing density of development, including infill housing in urban areas, to make 
multiple transportation modes feasible. 

 
Policy 20:  Public transit in our region lacks sufficient geographic reach. It does not serve rural 
or suburban areas such as City of Oregon and Springfield Township. To provide transit 
throughout the region, a truly integrated transit system that services all areas / people should be 
developed. More state / county transit funding is needed to make this feasible.  
 
Policy 21: We need to improve transit operations and expand hours of service, which will 
require more money for transit. In addition, we should make transit more user-friendly, 
including better "policing" of bench conditions at bus stops and requiring businesses and other 
transit generators to provide transit amenities.   
 
Policy 22: To improve intermodal connections and travel options within our region, we urge 
continuation and increase of intercity bus service between communities in northwest Ohio and 
southeastern Michigan. 
 
Policy 23: We need to address the lack of sufficient transportation for seniors, people with 
disabilities / special needs, and other nondrivers: 

1. All transit should be more senior-friendly, and accessible to seniors/disabled.  
2. User-friendly traveler information should be made available for all transportation modes 

and connectivity between modes.  
3. Local regulation should require 15 percent of fleets (for example, taxi cabs) to accessible 

to people with disabilities. 
 
Policy 24: We need fast, convenient & affordable intercity passenger rail. We will join with 
other regions to push for implementation of the Ohio Hub Plan for fast, frequent rail service 
including a Toledo-Detroit connection via the Detroit airport.  In addition we will support the 
Chicago Hub high speed rail plan linking our region to Chicago and Fort Wayne. 
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Policy 25: Our region supports use of passenger transportation to support economic 
development, including:  

1. Tie multiple modes of transportation, including the bikeway network, to all major 
development and redevelopment areas. 

2. Increase transit-oriented development, which concentrates commercial space and a 
variety of housing options and around a transit stop. This compact, mixed use, and 
pedestrian-oriented development encourages more transit use, reduces congestion, 
increases property values, and reduces infrastructure costs.  

3. Build the downtown circulator trolley system and the connecting Technology Corridor 
people-mover (see Plan Projects 6 and 10) 

 
Freight Goal:  Our region will be a world-class multi-modal freight transportation 
hub 
 
Policy 26: To strengthen our role as a freight transportation hub, our region will work together 
to implement Lake Erie West Global Logistics Hub business plan. This plan comprises four 
major freight facilities: Toledo Express Global Logistics Park (see Policy 27), Trans-Pacific 
Inland Port (see Plan Project 1 and Policy 28), Golden Triangle Distribution Corridor, and the 
Toledo Seaport (see Policy 29). We will identify needed improvements/ resources; support 
public/private infrastructure investment for the sites, and connectivity between them (on public 
roads or off-road). 
 
Policy 27: A regional priority is to expand use of the air freight mode and use of air 
facilities as intermodal hubs. This will include increasing airport capacity throughout the 
region and providing good road access. We will develop Toledo Express Airport as a major 
intermodal hub, to be known as the “Toledo Express Global Logistics Park,” with needed 
infrastructure improvements (including Plan Projects C-3, 4, and 59) and creation of a 
“transportation opportunity district.” 
 
Policy 28: To expand freight capacity, we will work to increase use of and multi-modal 
access to rail freight.  This will include supporting development of a Trans-Pacific Inland Port 
(see Plan Project 1), a rail/truck container facility designed to capture major freight flows from 
Asia, for distribution to the Midwest and eastern U.S.     
 
Policy 29: Our region has an opportunity to expand waterborne freight movement. To do so, 
we will work to increase rail access to the Toledo Seaport, and we will support maximized use of 
the St. Lawrence Seaway and Great Lakes water system. 
 
Policy 30: It is essential for our role as a freight hub to improve road access and capacity for 
trucks, and reduce modal conflicts. As part of this policy, we support: 

1. Making the Ohio Turnpike more truck-friendly with "Easy Pass" electronic toll collection 
and quantity discounts. 

2. Increasing the quality of township roads by requiring agri-business to meet same 
constraints as other industries, that is, eliminating exemptions that allow producers to use 
township roads without defraying costs of upgrades and maintenance. 
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3. Providing real-time information on road congestion via ITS that is suitable to trucker 

needs. 
 
Research Goal Statement: Our region will be a center of transportation research 
and innovation. 
 
Policy 31:  We need to diversify fuels for transportation, to insure fuel will be available on a 
long-term basis, with reduced dependence on foreign sources. To do so, our region will: 

1. Support the work of a consortium of area universities to develop and commercialize 
hybrid vehicles. 

2. Analyze current state and federal policies to propose changes and/or take advantage of 
existing policies in order to enhance alternative fuels production and use in our region. 

 
Policy 32:  With the amount of transported freight expected to double in the next 15 years, we 
need innovative ways to move goods more efficiently. Therefore, it is our region’s policy that: 

1. Local jurisdictions and planning/development agencies should seek to locate industrial 
and distribution facilities near existing transportation terminals and interchanges. 

2. We encourage development of multi-trailer terminals at Ohio Turnpike interchanges. 
3. We should identify examples of trucking company collaboration on deliveries, and 

support implementation of such a system. 
4. We should research ways to improve efficiency of transfer of goods between 

transportation modes. 
 
Policy 33:  To build on regional strengths, we need to support/expand transportation logistics 
and supply chain research in the region. This research should include looking at the potential to 
coordinate transportation to common suppliers/locations. 
 
Policy 34:  To enhance economic and technical development, our region will work to establish 
the identity of the Toledo Science and Technology corridor and the movement of people and 
ideas within this corridor. 
 
Policy 35:  Our region supports creating innovative traffic systems to improve traffic flow, 
such as modern roundabouts (see Policy 8), coordinated signal timing on all major arterials, and 
freeway management systems and other Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS). 
 
Funding Goal:  Our region will be successful in obtaining adequate funding for 
transportation facilities. 
 
Policy 36: Our region should more efficiently use currently available funds and maintain 
appropriate balance between system preservation and capacity expansion. We encourage 
government agencies to: 

1. Accurately research the cost of maintaining and improving their roads with public 
staff, compare those costs to private contracting, and use the most efficient approach.   

2. Cost out rehabilitation strategies using life-cycle considerations, not just initial capital 
comparisons and not always a “worst first” strategy. 
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3. Use new methods to stretch funding including design/build, and construction 

warranties for extended periods. 
4. Use best available technology to build long-lasting roads 

 
Policy 37: We encourage more regional cooperation to get the most out of current funding. 
Recommended strategies are: 

1. Research current joint projects and group purchasing to determine if they could be 
expanded to other jurisdictions for even greater cost savings.  Potential project types 
include purchase/fabrication of signs and signals, mill and fill along jurisdictional 
boundaries (e.g. city-township), contracting projects and services, salt purchase (bring 
in by ship–sell to other local jurisdictions?), materials purchases (e.g. asphalt), and 
purchase of equipment (e.g. milling machines). 

2. Research current joint operations and maintenance efforts to determine if they could be 
expanded to other jurisdictions.  Potential project types include snow plowing and 
traffic signal coordination. 

3. Educate the public on existing cooperation to gain their support. 
4. Create a regional database of existing cooperative governmental ventures and 

opportunities. 
5. Reward cooperative projects via regional project selection criteria. 
6. Encourage jurisdictions to use state purchasing agreements and/or local multi-

jurisdictional agreements. 
7. Encourage local jurisdictions to specialize in services or materials and make these 

available to other jurisdictions rather than duplicating efforts. 
 
Policy 38: We will work together to ensure that the region gets its fair share from current 
funding sources. We support efforts to reduce / eliminate federal earmarks, since they don’t add 
to the total federal transportation dollars that come to our region. 
 
Policy 39: Our region supports increasing dedicated funding from traditional sources to 
meet growing transportation demands. We urge leaders to continue to ensure that dedicated 
transportation taxes are used for transportation purposes. We also support: 

1. Efforts to implement a mechanism to maintain the purchasing power of current 
transportation-related taxes over time. (This would increase gas tax revenues to keep 
pace with inflation in road construction costs.)     

2. Research to identify correlation between transportation investment and economic 
development and other public benefits. (The results of such research could support 
more transportation investment and  increased tax initiatives.) 

3. Educating elected officials on how local jurisdictions are using current dollars 
efficiently to maintain and improve the current system, in order to gain their support 
for more transportation funding. 

 
Policy 40: We support finding innovative ways to get additional funding for transportation 
system upgrades. As federals and state funding source provide less for local needs, our region 
should research mechanisms to raise additional transportation funding locally for priorities in our 
region. Some possibilities include:   

1. Impact fees and tax increment financing (TIF) districts on new development (including 
residential), especially where new transportation facilities or improvements will be 
required 
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2. Multiple jurisdiction transportation improvement districts (TID),  
3. Multiple jurisdiction property tax, general or fuel sales tax, and/or income tax for 

transportation uses 
4. Expand statewide bond issues and/or develop other statewide mechanisms directed to 

local jurisdictions 
5. New, different region wide mechanisms to fund a truly regional public transit system 

over the long term 
6. Mechanisms to raise additional transportation funding locally for paratransit and 

shared ride services for the whole region 
7. Coordination of funding / compacts across the state line to address transportation 

issues on a truly regional basis 
8. New variable toll facilities (congestion pricing) 
9. Public/private partnership mechanisms 

 
Policy 41: Our region will work to balance the split of funding between modes based on 
regional priorities and needs. We encourage multi-modal design of all projects (“complete 
streets”). We support changing project selection criteria to reward projects that incorporate 
multimodal elements such as bike lanes or paths with street upgrades; street upgrades with transit 
shelters, bump outs, and other accommodation; and Park and Ride facilities. 
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